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November 2016 

Rev. Diane M. Wilson, 
Interim Pastor 

The oldest of five children, born in Northern California and raised by her 
grandparents, Diane did not grow up in a church-going family.  Her grandparents did 
make sure she attended Sunday school at a Presbyterian church.  It was her fourth 
grade Sunday school teacher that led her to a living faith and relationship with Jesus 
Christ as the Lord of her life.  Finding herself in a loving church family with a 
dynamic pastor, she was drawn to his preaching and teaching. 
 
These early influences served as the foundation for the growth and development of 
her faith in Christ.  Through her mother’s untimely death at a young age and her 
grandfather’s severe heart condition, she learned instinctively to turn in prayer to 
God. 

 
Through many crises in her young life, her defining moment came when her brother was diagnosed with cancer at a 
very early age.  While her brother and family walked through the valley of the shadow of death, Diane feels strongly 
that it was the “Master Physician’s” presence which made it possible for her brother to live another 17 years, far 
beyond his doctors’ projection.  Through his battle with cancer, her family experienced the saving faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Through His calling, Diane attended San Francisco State University, earning a B. S. in Social welfare, with the 
thought that she would become a social worker, eventually get married, teach Sunday school, sing in the church 
choir and volunteer as a youth leader at the church.  This was her plan. 
 
When Diane began working as a youth director at her church, her pastor sought her out about attending seminary.  
(This was not part of her plan.)  However, she accepted her call and expected to work in the church for the rest of 
her life… that is, until she was approached to consider a career as a Navy Chaplain.  (Again... not part of her plan.) 
 
Commissioned as a Navy Chaplain in February of 1991, Diane spent the next 20 years “serving God and country”. 
As Chaplain in the Navy, Diane was able to see the world with her husband, Capt. Blane M. Wilson, doing what she 
loved most: serving and ministering to the mental, emotional, and most importantly, spiritual needs of our service 
men and women and their families. 
 
Since retiring from the Navy, she has worked as a leader with Weight Watchers, another form of ministry to people 
of all walks of life.  However, she states that her heart and real sense of call is to the church.  In her words, she 
states that what energizes her most is coming alongside the men, women, children and youth of a church family, 
empowering them to be all that God has called them to be.  Diane says this about her legacy: “I see myself as a 
‘seed planter’ of God’s Word, the Living word of Jesus Christ into the lives of God’s people. It is my prayer that 
when all is said and done on this side of eternity, that I will be remembered by those whose lives I ministered to, 
hearing them and the Lord say, ‘Well done good and faithful servant.’” 

Welcome to Interim Pastor, Rev. Diane M. Wilson 
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Thanksgiving at Plymouth  
 

In September 1620, a small ship called the Mayflower left Plymouth, England, carrying 102 passengers—an 
assortment of religious separatists seeking a new home where they could freely practice their faith. After a 
treacherous crossing that lasted 66 days, they dropped anchor near the tip of Cape Cod; and one month later, 
the Mayflower crossed Massachusetts Bay to settle in a village they called “Plymouth”. 
 

Suffering from exposure, scurvy and outbreaks of contagious disease, only half of 
the Mayflower’s original passengers and crew lived to see their first New England 
spring. In March, the settlers received an astonishing visit from an Abenaki Indian 
who greeted them in English. Several days later, he returned with another Native 
American, Squanto, a member of the Pawtuxet tribe who had been kidnapped by an 
English sea captain and sold into slavery before escaping to London and returning to 
his homeland on an exploratory expedition. Squanto taught the Pilgrims, weakened 
by malnutrition and illness, how to cultivate corn, extract sap from maple trees, 
catch fish in the rivers and avoid poisonous plants.  
 

In November 1621, after the Pilgrims’ first corn harvest proved successful, Governor William Bradford 
organized a celebratory feast and invited a group of the fledgling colony’s Native American allies, including 
the Wampanoag chief Massasoit.  

 

 

Don’t forget!  Daylight savings time 

ends at 2:00 AM on  

Sunday, November 6th, 2016! 

http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/massachusetts
http://www.history.com/topics/william-bradford
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Sunday, November 13th  

in the Fellowship Hall  

following Worship 
 

Reservations:  

Adults - $8.00/Children Ages 5-12 - $5.00 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner Menu 

 Ham, Turkey & Dressing 

 Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

 Sweet Potato Souffle 

 Corn and Green Beans 

 Rolls & Butter 

 Desserts 

 

Please bring your favorite 

 Thanksgiving dessert! 

 

 

Christmas time will be a little more special this 
year as St. Giles will present a live nativity on 
Saturday and Sunday, December 17 and 18 from 
6:30 until 8:00 pm. The older church members 
may recall that the church performed a live 
nativity for several years back in the early 
nineties, and we want to resurrect the idea once 
again. 

 

A committee of eleven members have been 
meeting and planning since early September  and 
wanted to build on the success of the Last Supper 
presentation of the past two years by taking the 
church ministry  back out to the community with 
the gift of the Christmas story and a live nativity. 

 

The first announcement will be made to the 
congregation on Sunday, November 6th, so stay 
tuned for more exciting details. Our mission is 
make this a fun and inspirational church-
wide  activity, and we will be looking for a lot of 
volunteers to help us accomplish this goal. 

Thank you to David Foster for submitting this article! 
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November 11th is Veterans Day.  
Show your appreciation for our Veterans on Sunday, November 6th  

at our ANNUAL  Military Appreciation Day. 
 

St. Giles’ 2nd Annual Military Appreciation Day will be held on 
Sunday, November 6th at 10:00 AM, followed by a reception at 
11:00 AM.    

We invite you to share any pictures of any veterans you would like to 
honor or any memorabilia for our display tables.   

 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT: Please bring your pictures and 

memorabilia to the church on Saturday,  

November 5th between 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM or 

contact Bill Fleming or Janet Jackson to make other 

arrangements.   

 

Experience their Battle  

Honor their Sacrifice  

Relive their History  

Salute their Heroism  

 Display in the Fellowship Hall: Following our military inspired church 
service, there will be historical displays of significant military events and 
military music from every major war since World War I. 

 
 Get a commemorative picture taken: We will have flags from all 5 

branches of the military as well as a large American Flag if you want a 
commemorative picture.  

 

 

Check our Photo Album this month to see some of the pictures taken at last year’s event. 

 

Please invite your neighbors and friends to join us for this awe-inspiring 

event at our church. We would be more than happy to welcome visitors to 

this very special event. Honoring our veterans is a BIG DEAL! Let’s make 

sure they know it!  

We hope you will join us and bring your favorite crock-pot  meal, 
casserole or side dish to share with friends, family and visitors. 

 

This event is sponsored by the Membership Committee – if you have any questions, please feel free to follow up with any 

one of them - Janet Jackson, Chairperson, Geoff Brymer, Bill Fleming, Tom Jackson, Sharyn Kraemer, Chip Pallman, Sharon 

Martin, Alice Schroeder, and Ian Keane. David Foster, Ada Grieve and Al Peter are also assisting with this event.  
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Answers on Page 11 



Page 6                                                                                                                                                                                                      November 2016 

 

 

News about our Newsletter…  and Website 

The Outreach Committee is 
collecting donations for 

44 Baskets filled with food, 
to be given to needy families in 

our community. 
Each basket contains about 

$40.00 worth of food. 
 

Any donation is greatly 
appreciated. 

Please note on your check or 
on an envelope:           

“Food Basket Donation” 

We have added an “Archives” link to the main page 
of our website so that you can now read back 
through any of our  past newsletters.  By clicking on 
the link, you will be taken to a list of newsletters 
grouped by the month in which they were published.  
Additionally, there is a link to  the VBS video 
published in the August newsletter.  If you missed it in 
the VBS article last August, you owe it to yourself to 
take a look at it and see our kids in action!  If you want 
to go to our website directly from this newsletter, just 
click here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.stgilesfl.org 

 
We’d like to continue to hear feedback as to if you are 
still enjoying the newsletter… are there parts of it that 
you don’t think are necessary?  Do you work the 
crossword puzzle most of the time?  Do you like the 
pictures?  Do you enjoy knowing when someone has a 
birthday?  Please take a moment and drop us a line 
using the link below,  and let us know what you like or 
what you’d like to see us do differently.  This 
newsletter belongs to all of us! 

 

Send us an Email at: 
stgilesweb@comcast.net   

(Really, you can’t imagine how much it 
thrills us to hear from you!) 

http://www.stgilesfl.org/
http://www.stgilesfl.org/
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Matthew’s Rainbow and the “Trinity Tree” 

On October 7th, Matthew, a Category 3 hurricane, brought 
damaging winds and torrential rainfall to Clay County and the 
surrounding area, leaving many of us without power.  

Unfortunately, the deadly storm cut a swath of destruction 
beginning in the Caribbean and travelling across the Eastern 
Seaboard as a Category 4, then a Category 3, hurricane.  

It is highly unusual for a hurricane to reveal a rainbow during its 
destructive journey—simply because there is rarely a break in 

the thick cirrus cloud shield to allow for the sun to shine through.  Miraculously, a rare glimpse into the eye of 
the storm by NASA Hurricane Hunters produced this image, reminding us of the beautiful symbol of God’s 
promise to Noah and all future generations. 

So, how did St. Giles fare during the storm?  Interestingly, a large old oak tree located in the center of our 
campus was the only major damage suffered during the storm.  Of more interest; however, was how the tree 
was damaged—it was split into three equal parts.  Many of us gathered together after church to look at the 
tree and to speculate about the uniqueness of the damage; but, perhaps our own Alison Arthurs summed it up 
best on facebook, where she wrote: “I find it right and proper that when the tree broke, it did so in 3 ways.  A 
trinity tree.” 

We completely agree! 

(Sounds like a children’s Bible story, doesn’t it?) 
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Letter to Class of 2016:  

 
Wendy Benn—Fellowship* 

June Chandler—Community Life* 
Ann Jensen—Facilities* 
Eric Koch 

Steve Mountain—Finance* 
Bruce Snyder 

(* indicates Chairperson) 
 
We want you to know how much we 

appreciate your service in church ministry 
here at St. Giles. You have been such a 

blessing to our church family and all those 

with whom you work.  

 

It takes all of us to effectively serve and 
meet the needs of our church family and 

others in our community.  God is faithful 
as He gifts and equips us to serve Him and 

those around us according to His purposes 

and their needs.  

 

We are grateful that God has placed you in 
our fellowship, and we are blessed by your 

work for Him.  May God continue to bless 

and guide you. 

“He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the 
whole universe.  It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up.” Ephesians 4:10-12 (NIV) 

Letter to Class of 2019: 

 
Irene Cheatum 

Cindy David 
Ben Martin 
Denise Pallman 

Amy Price 
Katie Wheeler 

 

We wish to recognize and thank you for 

accepting the important position of Ruling 

Elder. 

 

God places us among a body of believers to 
use our gifts for Him.  His word explains how 

important each member of that body is to 
building up the body of Christ and 
accomplishing His purposes.  Romans 12:4-5 

also tells us that “Just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and these 

members do not all have the same function, 
so in Christ we who are many form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the 

others.”   

 

A new class of Ruling Elders  (Class of 2019) was confirmed  at the congregational 

meeting on September 25th.  We’d like to take this opportunity to  recognize their  

commitment to future service; and to thank our outgoing Ruling Elders (Class of 2016)  

for their past service. 
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Way to Go Crop Walkers! 
Kathy Kleist reports we had approximately 35 people/pets at the walk.  They collected 51 jars of peanut butter! 

Presbyterian Women got 
together on Saturday, October 
15th to make lap robes and 
wheelchair tote bags to 
donate to the VA in Lake City, 
Gainesville and St. Augustine.  
What a way to do SEW much 
with SEW little!   

 

See more pictures of  Sewing Day 
in our Photo Album. 

Thank you SEW much! 
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NOVEMBER 

Larry Adams 11/1 

Joanne Anderson 11/2 

Alan Bridges 11/4 

Dee Adams 11/5 

Karen Bridges 11/6 

David Ford 11/7 

John Lemen 11/10 

Keith Puehler 11/10 

Chip Pallman 11/12 

Wesley Beaty 11/16 

Julaine Roessler 11/19 

C. L. McGlothlin 11/21 

Brenda Cohn 11/22 

Franklyn Cheatum 11/23 

Cheryl Nix 11/23 

Steve Ficquette 11/25 

 The two gems for November are the Topaz and 
Citrine. 
 

 Your flower is the Chrysanthemum which, 
according to Feng Shui, brings laughter and 
happiness to the home. 
 

 Not only is Thanksgiving celebrated this month, 
but it’s also Peanut Butter Lovers Month and 
National Pepper Month! 
 

 What stars are celebrating with you this month?
—Jenny McCarthy (11/1), David Schwimmer 
(11/2), Matthew McConaughey (11/4), Ethan 
Hawke (11/6), Leonardo DiCaprio (11/11), 
Anne Hathaway (11/12), Martin Scorsese 
(11/17), Jodi Foster (11/19), Tina Turner 
(11/26), Jon Stewart (11/28), and  
Billy Idol (11/30). 

NOVEMBER HOLIDAYS 

Date Observance 

1 All Saints’ Day 

6 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

8 Election Day 

10 Marine Corps  Birthday 

11 Veterans’ Day 

24 Thanksgiving 

25 American Indian Heritage Day 

25 Black Friday 

27 First Sunday of Advent 

If your name is NOT on the list, THEN WE DO 

NOT HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY IN OUR RECORDS! 

To make sure we include your birthday on the 

list, just click on this link: Here’s My Birthday and 

let us know the birthdays of all of your family 

who attend St. Giles.  

 

Want to share your anniversary also? Are you 

celebrating a banner year of something 

significant? (50th Wedding Anniversary, 10 year 

anniversary with the church, etc.?) We’ll publish 

that too! Tell us about it!  

mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net?subject=Here's%20My%20Birthday!
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Crossword Answers  
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Sunday November 6 Food Gathering Sunday 

Sunday November 6 Military Appreciation 10:00 worship service 

Monday November 7 
Food taken to Clothes Closet (gather at front of church by 
9:15 AM) 

Sunday November 13 Thanksgiving Luncheon following 10:00 worship service 

Sunday November 13 Fall Costume Party for Youth 

Saturday November 19 Clothes Closet 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Sunday November 20 Decorating Sanctuary after 10:00 worship service 

Monday November 21 Thanksgiving Basket Assembly in Fellowship Hall 7 PM 

Thurs-Fri November 24-25 Thanksgiving-Church Office Closed 

Coming Soon… 
Saturday December 3 PW Christmas Luncheon 

Sunday December 4 Food Gathering Sunday 

Monday December 5 
Food taken to Clothes Closet (gather at front of church by  
9:15 AM) 

Sunday December 11 Cookie Palooza following 10:00 worship service 

Saturday December 17 Clothes Closet 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Sat—Sun December 17-18 Live Nativity 6:30—8:00 PM 

Sunday December 18th Christmas International House—5:00 PM 

Saturday December 24 Christmas Eve Services 7:00 PM and 11:00 PM 

Sunday December 25 Merry Christmas 

Sunday December 31 New Year’s Eve 
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It’s official! On Thursday, October 20th, Martha Sue (Chris) Baker officially joined the church at 

the session meeting held that evening. 
 

Chris, and her husband George, first attended St. Giles about 4 years ago, in 2012.  Both George 
and Chris were very active at the Clothes Closet before they ever set foot in our sanctuary. 

George was helping with the new Clothes Closet building when two young “volunteers” from St. 

Giles, Sam Lewis and Billy Sullivan, were assigned to be his assistants in this endeavor; which at 
first glance, appeared to be a mismatched team on a collision course!  NOT SO!  The boys won 

George’s heart (and vice-versa); and since Chris and George were “shopping” for a new church, 
they decided to include St. Giles on their list of 3 churches that they were planning to visit.  St. 

Giles moved up to first on the list for the visit; and as it turned out, to the detriment of the other 
two, Chris and George never did get around to visiting #’s 2 and 3.  Thank you Sam and Billy! 

 

Did we mention that George was a Marine?  Chris recalls that their first duty station was in Jacksonville, where they learned to 
sail and fell in love with the water.  Unfortunately, it was just a matter of time until they moved on to their next duty station, 

which ended in California.  Upon George’s retirement, they packed up their things and slowly headed east.  They already 
owned a house in Pensacola, which they promptly sold and put down permanent roots in Orange Park. 

 

By December 2012, Chris and George were “regular” visitors; and about a year later, we lost our now very good friend, 
George.  George had been extremely industrious in keeping our labyrinth in top-notch shape and continued his work at the 

Clothes Closet… he and Chris had also become a regular fixture at Team Trivia nights, where he and his “salty” language were 
a constant source of amusement.  I can personally tell you that he won over the “emcee” at these get-togethers from the first 

time we met.  Likeable?  Just a little (*wink*).  Hard not to like these two vivacious, energetic people! 
 

And now, 4 years later, Chris has decided to make her relationship with St. Giles “official”.  Chris is active in nearly everything.  

When asked what she is most involved in, her reply was, “whatever anyone asks me to do”.  As a result, Chris is involved in 
VBS, Rebekah Circle, many, many fellowship events, Membership Team activities like the Champagne Brunch and Military 

Appreciation Day… and, well… whatever anyone asks her to do!  She is still very involved with the Clothes Closet, as well. 
 

In addition to church activities, she enjoys beading (jewelry), gardening, reading, aqua aerobics and jigsaw puzzles.  We are 

certainly fortunate to have this special lady as our newest “member”.  Welcome Chris! 

WELCOME 

London 
ABIGAIL PEARCE 

Baptized on Sunday,  

October 23rd, 2016 at  

St. Giles Presbyterian Church. 
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Comments 

Comments about the newsletter? 

We’d love to hear from you!  Please send us your comments via email and let us know what you 

think!  THANK YOU! 

Christmas  
International 

House 

AND 

mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter%20Comments

