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October 2016 

 

Rev. Troy C. Lewis, D. Min, or our own Pastor Troy Lewis, is the 4th installed pastor in 

the history of St. Giles, and the longest serving by a large margin.  His original call's official 
date was September 1, 1999, but his actual first Sunday in the Pulpit was the Sunday after 

Labor Day, 1999. He will be retiring at the end of October, this year. 

Troy came to us from the Rutherfordton Presbyterian Church, which is not too far from 
Asheville, a congregation of 304.  He was educated at the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in 

Lexington, VA., and Union Theological Seminary, in Richmond.   

The process that brought Troy to St. Giles started nine months earlier on December 3, 1998, 

the first meeting of the Pulpit Nominating Committee.  Over the course of the next six 
months, the committee considered 70 candidates - and throughout most of the process Troy 

was known simply as Candidate 35. 

As Al Tidball liked to say, Troy "made the cut" to the group of 
14, when we learned his name, and then got serious, 

interviewing references and nitpicking his resume.  He emerged as one of three ministers we 
invited to come to the Sunshine State and preach in a neutral pulpit.  When all was said and 

done, he was our first choice… and here we are 17 years later. 

Troy is our pastor in every sense of the word. The word "pastor" derives from the Latin noun 
meaning "shepherd”.  In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for “pastor” relates to the feeding 

of sheep or to the spiritual feeding of human beings, as in Jeremiah 3:15, "Then I will give you 
shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you on knowledge and understanding". 

Thank you, Troy, for truly being our “pastor”.  Though we wish you all the very best in your 

retirement, we will miss your wit and wisdom, patience, understanding, counsel and bright spirit. 

 

Welcome to Rev. Diane M. Wilson, who has been hired by the Session to serve as our Interim Pastor following Pastor Troy’s 

retirement.   Pastor Diane’s education includes receiving her Master of Divinity from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary in San Anselmo, CA as well as spending a year of Internship in Troon Ayrshire, 

Scotland in 1983.  She obtained her Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Work from San Francisco 
State University in 1977.  Upon graduation from seminary, Pastor Diane served for one year as the 

Director of Christian Education for the First Presbyterian Church in Stockton, CA until she was called 

as the Assistant Pastor where she served for eight years.  Little could she have known or dreamed 
that for the next 20 years from 1991- 2011 she would serve on Active Duty as a Navy Chaplain 

serving God and Country.  

Raised by her grandparents from the age of 10, Pastor Diane continues her “Journey of Faith” at St. 

Giles, where she has been a Parish Associate since January, 2014. Beyond stepping into the pulpit 
during Troy’s occasional absences, Diane has been extremely active in many of our events—including 

active participation in Parrish and Circle Groups, ministering to the sick and shut-in, and expanding 

our presence and involvement in the community in many ways, including her enthusiastic implementation and direction of The 
Last Supper Re-enactment, just to name a few. There is much more of interest in Pastor Diane’s personal “journey of faith”, so 

look for her story to appear on the cover of next month’s issue of “The Kirk.” 

Thanks to Tim Wilson for contributing much of the information for these two articles. 
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PHOTOGRAPHER NEEDED !  
Are you planning on attending Troy’s retirement 
party?  Of course you are!  Do you have a cell phone 
with a camera on it?  Of course you do! 

Good news !  You’re hired ! 
We need someone to step up and volunteer to be our 
photographer at Troy’s retirement party.  Next 
month’s newsletter will feature an article with pictures 
of the festivities, and we’ll want to make sure our 
photo album contains lots of pictures of this fabulous 
event! 

 

If you are interested, please contact Teresa in the 
church office (904 272-1244) by October 20th 
and let her know.  (By the way, while one 
photographer would truly be a blessing, more than 
one photographer would simply be “divine”!) 

 

 

 

~MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS IMPORTANT EVENT~ 
October 30th at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

 
We’ll provide the ham and rolls… 

And a cake for dessert! 
 

PLEASE BRING A SIDE DISH – 
Deviled eggs, cole slaw, potato salad, green salad, 

Jello salad or your favorite dish! 
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Get ready!  St. Giles’ 2nd Annual Military Appreciation Day will be 
held on Sunday, November 6th at 10:00 AM, followed by a reception 
at 11:00 AM.   More details will follow in the October bulletins, and 
look for our article in next month’s newsletter with all the details.  In 
the meantime, be getting your pictures and mementos together to 
contribute to our exhibit at the reception.   

 

If you are interested in having someone speak to your group or club 
about attending or participating in the event, please contact Tom 
Jackson or email us at stgilesweb@comcast.net. 

We invite you to: 

 Experience their battle 

 Honor their sacrifice 

 Relive their history 

 Salute their heroism 

mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net
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St. Giles officially welcomed the New Member 
“Class of 2016” on Sunday, September 25th with a 
(non-alcoholic) champagne brunch.  Honorees I 
included Will, Amy and William Price, Al Bungard, 
and Jim and Arlene Wilkins.  Each honored guest 
received an ornamental cross with a pocket-sized 
bible and a personalized framed picture 
 commemorating the date they joined our church 
family. 

Approximately 80 people attended the celebration, bringing with them a 
virtual feast of mouth-watering casseroles and breakfast sweets. The event 
featured an “open bar” (of the non-alcoholic variety); and Bartenders Par 
Excellence, Bill Fleming and Alice Schroeder, were kept busy mixing up 
Bloody Marys and bubbly Mimosas (again, non-alcoholic) while master 
sommelier Tom Jackson, appropriately dressed in white shirt and black bow 
tie, made sure that champagne glasses were never empty.  Since all drinks 
were non-alcoholic, the kids thoroughly enjoyed themselves, as well. Servers 
Steve Mountain and sidekick (nephew), Cody, with assistance from Chris 
Baker and Janet Jackson were on-call; and on a moment’s notice were 
providing drinks, coffee and cake as requested. Charles Linn, was helping out 
behind the scenes, as he often does at many events.  He’s the absolute best at 
getting stuff down from high places!  His grandson, Austin, was in on the 
action too. 

When everyone was finished “brunching”, Pastor Diane introduced 
each new member with her usual upbeat enthusiasm and a little bit 
of lighthearted and amusing history about each of our honored 
guests.  Likewise, Pastor Troy presented each member with a 
picture gift and handshake and a comment or two with his 
customary clever wit and sense of humor. 

 

Story continued on Next Page… 
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Thanks go to the Membership Committee and to all the people who 

were recruited to set up, clean up and do all the work that went on 

before, during and after the festivities to make this  

fabulous event such a huge success!  We are happy to see this  

tradition revived and look forward to continuing to grow our church 

family, and to celebrate that growth together for years to come! 

See more pictures of this fun event in our Photo Album! 

Membership Committee Members:  

Geoff Brymer, Bill Fleming, Janet Jackson, Tom Jackson, Ian Keane, 

Sharyn Kraemer, Sharon Martin, Chip Pallman, and  

Alice Schroeder. 

Volunteers:  

Chris (Martha Sue) Baker, Ada Grieve, Irene Harrell, Charles Linn, Steve 

and Donna Mountain, Judy Snyder, Cody Bent, Austin Linn, 

Doris Wellner, Tim & Sylvia Wilson,  and the many, many people that 

brought goodies for an extraordinary dining experience! 

Special thanks to Pastor Troy and Pastor Diane for acting as Masters 

of Ceremony. 

Continued from Page 3 
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OCTOBER 

Linda Puehler 10/2 

Denise Pallman 10/6 

Bud Taylor 10/12 

Albert Peter 10/13 

Jimmy Horton 10/16 

Benjamin Martin 10/20 

Cindy David 10/23 

Jennifer Beaty 10/24 

Pam Higginbotham 10/24 

Regina Manning 10/26 

Tom Nissen 10/26 

Troy Lewis 10/27 

Betty Zibart 10/27 

Tim Wilson 10/28 

Bill Hudson 10/30 

Rachel Davis 10/31 

OCTOBER  HOLIDAYS 

Date Observance 

1 Int’l. Day for the Elderly 

2 Rosh Hashanah begins—sundown 

7 World Smile Day 

10 Columbus Day 

11 Yom Kippur 

16 Boss’s Day 

31 Halloween 

If your name is NOT on the list, THEN WE DO 
NOT HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY IN OUR RECORDS! 

To make sure we include your birthday on the 
list, just click on this link: Here’s My Birthday and 
let us know the birthdays of all of your family 
who attend St. Giles.  

 

Want to share your anniversary also? Are you 
celebrating a banner year of something 
significant? (50th Wedding Anniversary, 10 year 
anniversary with the church, etc.?) We’ll publish 
that too! Tell us about it!  

 You have two birthstones–opals and 
tourmaline. It is said an opal will crack if worn 
by someone not born in October! 

 Your birth flower is the Calendula, which is in 
the marigold family, and is valued for its 
medicinal and healing properties. 

 More American Presidents were born in the 
month of October than any other month. They 
were John Adams, Rutherford B. Hayes, 
Chester Arthur, Theodore Roosevelt, Dwight 
Eisenhower and Jimmy Carter. 

 
Some famous October birthdays include Zach 
Galifinakis (10/1), Julie Andrews (10/1); Kate 
Winslet (10/5); Matt Damon (10/8); Mario Lopez 
(10/10); Hugh Jackman (10/12); Angela Lansbury 
(10/16); John Krasinski (10/20); Katy Perry 
(10/25); Hillary Clinton (10/26); Bill Gates and 
Julia Roberts (10/28). 

mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net?subject=Here's%20My%20Birthday!
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Answers on Page 12 
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CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local 
congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.  St. Giles is always up 
for this challenge! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month, save one of your receipts when you go grocery shopping.  Consider writing a 

check or making an online donation to the CROP Hunger Walk in an amount equal to that 

receipt. Match what you spend on food with a gift that will feed the world. 

Hunger is one of the greatest injustices facing our world, but it 
doesn’t have to be this way. Ending hunger is possible in our 
lifetime. You can help make it happen. CROP Hunger Walks 
help end hunger by raising funds to support local food 
programs and the international anti-hunger work of Church 
World Service.  

 

Did you know that the average grocery bill for a family of four 
in the United States is about $965 per month, or around $233 
per week? Now consider the fact that half of the world’s 
population – half of the world – earns an income of $18 a 
week or less.  

 

The CROP Hunger Walk is our opportunity to recognize 
our blessings and in gratitude share our resources with 
those who are in need. Your donations help hungry 
families throughout the world to eat today and feed 
themselves long into the future.  

“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he 
should give, and only suffers want. “  Proverbs 11:24 

The CROP Hunger Walk 

Join us to walk to reach our goal of $2,500 on Saturday, October 9th to help wipe out 
hunger . Registration is at 1:30 pm .  We will start walking at 2:00 pm.  Please see Kathy 
Kleist if you need more details. 

http://www.cwsglobal.org/
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TWO CENTS A MEAL 

The Two Cents A Meal program is the way 

congregations, families, and individuals in 

the Presbytery of St. Augustine remember 

and support our sisters and brothers in 

mission in Jamaica.  The 

next offering will be 

collected October 30th. 

How YOU Can Do SEW 
Much with SEW Little! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presbyterian Women are getting together on 
Saturday, October 15th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
to make lap robes and wheelchair tote bags to be 
donated to the Veterans Administration in Lake 
City, Gainesville and St. Augustine. 
 
Whether you are an expert seamstress or a 
casual hobbyist, we have an opportunity for you 
to do SEW Much with SEW Little!  We need 
seamstresses to bring their equipment and 
materials with them – sewing machines, 
scissors, etc.; and we also 
need those less experienced 
seamstresses to become 
more involved. Even if you 
cannot sew, we need you to 
cut and assemble “packets” 
of fabric to be passed along 
to those doing the actual 
sewing.  Having this 
“assembly line” greatly 
enhances the rate and 
quality of our production! 
 
Please join us on October 15th – there is SEW 
much fun to be had while doing SEW much 
good! 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO NOVEMBER 

NEWSLETTER IS OCTOBER 20th! 

Presbyterian Women  
Circle Groups 

 

All women are encouraged to attend one 
of the circle groups.  We meet each month 
for bible study and fellowship.  For more 

info, please contact the church office. 

 

Esther Circle 
1st Monday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Priscilla Circle    
1st Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rebekah Circle    
2nd Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
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ST. GILES  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

INVITES YOU TO 

(Presbyterian Youth Connection) 

5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 

All children kindergarten 

through 12th grades are invited.  

Please bring a friend or two. 
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Saturday October 1 PW Rummage Sale 8:00 AM until 1 PM 

Sunday October 2 Food Gathering Sunday 

Monday October 3 Food taken to Clothes Closet (gather at front of church by  

9:15 AM) 

Sunday October 9 CROP HUNGER WALK  

1:30 PM Registration 2:00 PM Walk Starts 

Saturday October 15 Clothes Closet 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Saturday October 15 PW Sewing Day 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Saturday October 22 Monks’ Parish Group at Bold City Brewery from 4:00—7:00 pm 

Sunday October 30 Two Cents a Meal Offering during 10:00 AM service 

Sunday October 30 Troy’s Retirement Party following 10:00 service 

Sunday November 6 Food Gathering Sunday 

Sunday November 6 Military Appreciation 10:00 worship service 

Monday November 7 Food taken to Clothes Closet (gather at front of church by 9:15 

AM) 

Sunday November 13 Thanksgiving Luncheon following 10:00 worship service 

Saturday November 19 Clothes Closet 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Thursday-

Friday 

November 24-25 Thanksgiving-Church Office Closed 

Coming Soon… 



 

 

Page 12                                                                                                                                                                                                            October 2016 
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If you want to view the calendar in more detail, go to  

www.stgilesfl.org/calendar.htm 

http://www.stgilesfl.org/calendar.htm
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Comments 

Comments about the newsletter? 

We’d love to hear from you!  Please send us your comments via email and let us know what you 

think!  THANK YOU! 

Thanksgiving 
Luncheon 

November 13 

mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter%20Comments

