
July 2016 

  

A Welcome Letter 
 
 We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, 
divorced, gay, filthy rich, dirt poor, and “yo no hablo Ingles”. We 
extend a special welcome to those who are crying newborns, skinny 
as a rail or could afford to lose a few pounds.  
 

We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or if you can’t 
carry a tune in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just 
browsing,” just woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re 
more Catholic than the Pope, more Presbyterian than John Calvin or 
John Knox or if haven’t been in church since little Joey’s Baptism.  

 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are 
growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-
sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We 
welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized 
religion,”… we’ve been there too.  
 

If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re 
welcome here. We offer a special welcome to those who think the 
earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because 
grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.  
 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a 
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had 
religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost in traffic and 
wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and 
doubters, bleeding hearts … and you! 
 
 
Editors’ Note: 
As hate crimes and terrorist acts continue to dominate the headlines, sometimes it’s important to 
remember who we are, as we continue to grow in our faith at St. Giles. The Welcome Letter above was 
published several years ago by a group of Catholic women.  Its popularity on the internet continues to 
grow, and some churches are even using it on their home page.   

 

“Let all that you do be done in love.”  1 Corinthians 16:14 
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 During the American Revolution, the legal separation of 
 the 13 colonies from Great Britain actually occurred on 
 July 2, 1776, when the Second Continental Congress 
 voted to approve a resolution of independence.  It was 
 not until after the vote was approved, that Congress 
 turned its attention to the Declaration of 
 Independence, an explanation of this decision.  The 
 declaration was prepared by a Committee of Five, with 
 Thomas Jefferson being its principal author.  The 
 document was debated and revised and finally 
 approved on July 4th. 
 

Americans thus celebrated independence on July 4th, the date shown on the much-publicized 
document, rather than on July 2nd, the date the resolution was approved by Congress. 
 
It is now believed by many historians that the document was not actually signed until August 2nd of 
the same year. 
 
Regardless of when it was signed or adopted, families often celebrate Independence Day by 
hosting or attending a picnic, barbeque or parade.   
 
Originally, the night before the Fourth was the focal point of celebrations, marked by raucous 
gatherings often incorporating bonfires as their centerpiece. In New England, towns competed to 
build towering pyramids, assembled from barrels and casks. They were lit at nightfall, to usher in 
the celebration. The highest were on Gallows Hill, in Salem Massachusetts, the famous site of the 
execution of 13 women and 6 men for witchcraft less than a century before. The custom flourished 
in the 19th and 20th centuries, and is still practiced in some New England towns, though 
“fireworks” are more commonly celebrated now during the evening of the 4th at such places as 
parks, fairgrounds, or town squares; and to a lesser degree, in our own backyards. 

 John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, the only signers of the Declaration of Independence later 
to serve as Presidents of the United States, died on the same day: July 4th, 1826 – the 50th 
anniversary of the declaration. 

 
 James Monroe, though not a signer, but a founding father who later became President, died 

on July 4th, 1831 – the third President in a row who died on this holiday. 
 
 Calvin Coolidge, the 30th President was born on July 4, 1872. 
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NOW REGISTERING 

3 year old class & VPK class 

 

We have openings for  

2016-2017 school year 

 

Our hours are  

Monday-Thursday 

8:30 until 2:00 p.m. 

 

Contact the preschool for 

further information  

272-5450. 

St. Giles Preschool 

TWO CENTS A MEAL 

The Two Cents A Meal program is the 

way congregations, families, and 

individuals in the Presbytery of St. 

Augustine remember and support our 

sisters and brothers in mission in Jamaica.  

The offering will be 

collected two more times 

this year July 31st,  

& October 30th. 

EBB 
 

The Evening Birthday Bunch 

will get together on  

 

July 19th at 5:30pm at 

 Longhorn in Fleming Island. 

 

Please contact  

Arlene Wilkins at  

272-1862 for more 

information. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg1.etsystatic.com%2F006%2F0%2F7090981%2Fil_570xN.365618731_out6.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Falfa-img.com%2Fshow%2Fpsalm-118-24-embroidery.html&docid=0PXwzlr9g0f4gM&tbnid=K0yjsEzXuil_AM%3A&w=385&h=389&bi
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Back to School Supplies Drive 

Now through August 7th 

Hosted by The Presbyterian Women  
All supplies to benefit children of Migrant Workers 

 Crayons 

 Scissors 

 #2 Pencils 

 Watercolor Paints 

 Dry Erase Markers 

 Glue Sticks 

 Plastic Folders w/3 prongs 

 Spiral Notebooks-wide rule 

 Binder 

 Plastic School Box 

 Highlighter 

 Erasers 

 Wide Rule Paper 

 Composition Books 

 Sticky Notes 

 Colored Pencils 

 3x5 Ruled Index Cards 

 Graph Paper 

Donations Needed: 

There is a collection box in 

the narthex for the supplies. 

Thank you for your donations. 
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Sunday August 7 Food Gathering Sunday 

Monday August 8 Food taken to Clothes Closet (gather at front of church by 
9:15 AM) 

Saturday August 20 Clothes Closet 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Sunday July 3 Food Gathering Sunday 

Monday July 4 Independence Day 
Church Office Closed 

Tuesday July 5 Food taken to Clothes Closet (gather at front of church by 
9:15 AM) 

Saturday July 9 Monks at Bold City  

2670 Rosselle St #7, Jacksonville at 4:00 PM 

Anyone wishing to carpool meet at St. Giles at 3:00 PM 

Sunday July 10 Fellowship Ice Cream Social following  church 

Saturday July 16 Clothes Closet 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM 

Tuesday July 19 Evening Birthday Bunch at Longhorn’s in F.I. at 5:30 PM 

Friday July 22 Trivia 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday July 31  Two Cents a Meal Offering at 10:00 AM Worship Service 

Coming Soon… 
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The Outreach committee is 
having a New Socks and 
Underwear Drive.  It will be the 
entire month of July.  All 
children’s sizes are needed.   
We will have a plastic bin in  
the narthex.  Please leave  
any donations there.   
Thank you. 

Christmas in July 

Andrews Parish & Friends 
 

Montgomery Presbyterian Conference Center welcomed The Andrews Parish with open arms 

on Sunday, June 5, 2016.  Our lunch consisted of fried chicken, mashed potatoes, peas, corn, 

salad, roll, and peach cobbler.  In fact, we know your mouth is watering just thinking how 

delicious it was.  The day was a bit cloudy and hot but that didn’t stop us from heading down 

to the lake for a lot of fun canoeing.  It was a day of relaxing, visiting with friends, and a 

bunch of laughter.  We can hardly wait until the next gathering at Camp Montgomery.  Thank 

you Lydia Ficquette for planning an event that will be remembered for a long time. 
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The Champagne 
Brunch that was 
tentatively 
scheduled for July 
is being postponed 
until September. 

  
Unfortunately, too many summer vacation 
schedules conflicted with a July date for this 
happy event. 
  
With that in mind, we will be planning on 
having the Brunch the last Sunday in 
September, 2016.  In the future, we plan to 
honor our new members twice a year – on the 
last Sunday in March and the last Sunday in 
September. 

The setting will be “uptown”, the champagne 
will be flowing and a Bloody Marty or Sunrise 
Mimosa (all alcohol-free) will be available at 
the “bar”! There will also be lemonade punch 
and specialty coffees. 
  
The Membership Committee will provide some 
of the staples; but we will be asking everyone 
to bring a “brunch” potluck dish. 
  
We will bring more details and recipes your 
way in our September issue, but please be 
sure to mark your calendar now and plan to 
join us on September 25th! 
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Presbyterian Youth Connection - Book Clubs for KIDS! 
 
Book clubs for children serve the same purposes that book clubs for adults do — they become a 
vehicle for excellent conversations about books. Reading is a social activity and we love talking 
about what we read. Book clubs are “grown-up” and encourage students to form opinions about 
what they read, and express and support these opinions with peers. They light that fire to read 
more, to find out more. 
 

From the struggling to the skilled reader, book clubs work. They 
shift the culture from a classroom of individual readers into a 
community of readers.  
  
With these things in mind, our youth director, Geoff Brymer, has 
started 2 separate book clubs for our kids: One for the Junior 
High and one for the Senior High. 
 

Here’s a bit about what they are reading: 
 
Jr. High – “Tell the Wolves I’m Home” by Carol Rifka Brunt. Centered around a 14-year-old girl, 
June, and her uncle, a renowned painter. He is her godfather, confidant, and best friend. So when 
he dies, far too young, of AIDS, June’s world is turned upside down. But his death brings a surprise 
acquaintance into June’s life—someone who will help her to heal, and to question what she thinks 
she knows about her uncle, her family, and even her own heart. 
 
Sr. High – “The Power and the Glory”, first published in 1940 by 
British author Graham Greene. The title is an allusion to the doxology 
recited at the end of the Lord’s Prayer. The story takes place in 
Southern Mexico, where a paramilitary group, has taken control. God 
has been outlawed, and the priests have been systematically hunted 
down and killed. Now, the last priest is on the run. As his sins and 
dangers increase, the broken priest comes to confront the nature of 
piety and love. 
 
 Jr. High meets immediately following fellowship on Sundays. 
 Sr. High meets at 2:00 pm on Sundays. 
 
 

Triennium Update – There is a commissioning service on July 10th at Woodlawn Presbyterian 
Church. 
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St. Giles Team Trivia – Friday, June 17th 

 

Thanks to all for coming to Team Trivia Friday night, June 17th for 
“Western” night!  The dress-ups were awesome; and of course, 
the food is always good!  The theme for July’s trivia will be   
AMERICANA – so get out your red, white and blue!   

 
Western Trivia Night featured some more new 
categories – like “Westerns” and “John Wayne 
Trivia”. Do you know the answer to the Bonus 
Question?   The final two questions were based 
on John Wayne trivia and John Wayne movies, 
and you might guess that the song playing in 
the background was “Big John” by Jimmy Dean 
(yes, the sausage making guy!) 
 

Some of the other categories 
were “Sit-coms” for those of 
you who are couch potatoes,  
and “Comic Strip Characters” 
in which you were asked to 
identify the name of the char-
acter by their picture -  like 
this guy:   Yep, 5 points to your 
team if  you know his name is 
“Snuffy Smith”. 
 
Maybe you’re a candy expert!   If so, “Name that Candy”!  (All Answers at the bottom of the page) 
 
We will be having Team Trivia Night again on Friday, July 22nd.  August Trivia is TBA. Pot-luck 
starts at 7:00 and trivia starts at 7:30. Wear your red, white and blue! 
 
 
Bonus Question: WESTERNS: (1) Yul Brynner (2) Steve McQueen (3) Horst Buchholz (4) Charles Bronson (5) Robert Vaughn (6) 
James Coburn (7) Brad Dexter 
NAME THAT CANDY – (1) Snickers (2) Tootsie Roll Pops (3) Milky Way (4) Teaberry (5) Hershey’s Kisses 
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Answers 

on Page 15 
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JULY 

Gregory Ott 7/3 

Jim Horton 7/10 

Sharon Martin 7/10 

Karen Tidball 7/16 

Alecia Manning 7/18 

Linda Brewer 7/19 

Lorelei Oslowski 7/19 

Cheryl (Cherry) Turco 7/24 

Irene Harrell 7/25 

JULY HOLIDAYS 

Mon, July 4th Independence Day 

Tues, July 5th Ramadan ends 

Thurs, July 14th Bastille Day 

Mon, July 18th Nelson Mandela Day 

 The flower of July is the blue lotus 
water lily, a beautiful plant that 
symbolizes beauty and enlightenment 

 July is sometimes called Hay Month 
because the grass often dries due to 
lack of rain and can be made into hay. 

 July is named after Julius Caesar, one of 
the most recognized Roman leaders. 

 

You’re also in good company in July with a 
bunch of really great celebrity birthdays! 
Here are a few of the famous people born 
in July: Kevin Hart, Sylvester Stallone, 
Ringo Starr, Kevin Bacon, Tom Hanks, Sofia 
Vergara, Harrison Ford, Will Ferrell, 
Nelson Mandela, Selena Gomez, Daniel 
Radcliffe, Sandra Bullock, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, and J.K. Rowling. 

If your name is NOT on the list, THEN WE DO 
NOT HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY IN OUR RECORDS! 

To make sure we include your birthday on the 
list, just click on this link: Here’s My Birthday and 
let us know the birthdays of all of your family 
who attend St. Giles.  
 
Want to share your anniversary also? Are you 
celebrating a banner year of something 
significant? (50th Wedding Anniversary, 10 year 
anniversary with the church, etc.?) We’ll publish 
that too! Tell us about it!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXyKa-7Y3LAhWMox4KHS-EA0YQjRwIBw&url=http://101happybirthday.com/2015/04/birthday-images-best-birthday-special-collection.html&psig=AFQjCNEtoSj8Fup7Odww5x2Lsu7Wd-BDSw&u
mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net?subject=Here's%20My%20Birthday!
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The bible teaches us that the nurture and spiritual growth of our church family through the special 

ministry of fellowship is vital to our well-being. 

“…and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own 

assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see 

the day drawing near.”  Hebrews 10: 24-25 

 

Post Worship Fellowship is an important event that takes place in 
the Fellowship Hall following the 10:00 worship service every 
Sunday.  Occasionally, special fellowship events are scheduled on 
other days of the week, as well. These include special luncheons, 
Presbyterian Women functions, circle group and parish group  
get-togethers, and specialty fellowship-sponsored events like team 
trivia. 
 
If you have not joined us at Post-
Fellowship worship, please consider 
staying and having a piece of cake 
or a cookie along with a cup of    
coffee.  You are GUARANTEED A 
LAUGH OR TWO and a good feeling 

as you get to know someone that you see in worship every Sunday.  
That is a person you will call “friend” after just one visit down to 
the Fellowship Hall.  
 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another.” John 13:34 

Dozens of Donuts Sunday 

 fel·low·ship n. - (1) The companionship 

of individuals in a congenial atmosphere and on 

equal terms; (2) A close association of friends or 

equals sharing similar interests; (3) Friendship 

or comradeship. 

 



Comments 
 
Comments about the newsletter? 
We’d love to hear from you!  Please send us your comments via email and let us know what 
you think!  THANK YOU! 
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Revisiting 

VBS 

mailto:stgilesweb@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter%20Comments
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.designtrends.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2F15110538%2FCool-Water-Background.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.designtrends.com%2Fgraphic-web%2Fbackgrounds%2Fwater-backgrounds.html&docid=xAU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwht-olrzNAhUONFIKHZFjDUgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vacationbibleschool.com%2Fabout%2F&psig=AFQjCNFkAa11Yy2jUtvYsdGn1iOLzI-mZg&ust=1466703190108864
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/about/
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/about/
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/about/
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/about/
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/about/
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/about/
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Answers 



If you want to view the calendar in more detail, go to  

www.stgilesfl.org/calendar.htm 
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http://www.stgilesfl.org/calendar.htm

